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Residential Traffic Calming Program 
1. Application and Intent 

 

The Residential Traffic Calming Program specifically applies only to local access roads in 
residential neighborhoods. A local access road is the lowest level road in the hierarchy of 
roadways as defined by American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO). The Residential Traffic Calming Program does not apply to collector roads or 
arterials. 

The City of Doraville seeks to maintain a Residential Traffic Calming Program to encourage all 
motorists to drive in a responsible manner. However, it is impossible in practice to ensure all of 
the drivers to drive close to the posted speed limit.  

2. Program Goals 
The City of Doraville supports any traffic calming measures that are proven in the transportation 
industry to enhance public safety without delaying emergency response vehicles and personnel. 
The goals of Doraville’s Residential Traffic Calming Program are: 

a) Reduction in speed for 85% of vehicles to a safe and legal speed limit. 
b) Encouraging through traffic to avoid using local roads and to stay on collectors and 

arterials. 
c) Deterring truck traffic and other inappropriate vehicles from using local roads. 
d) Maintaining and/or enhancing emergency vehicle access and response time. 
e) Focus on clear communication with the involvement of the neighborhood associations 

and residents. 
 

3. Minimum Requirements 
1. Only local residential streets with a speed limit of 30 mph or less are eligible for the 

Residential Traffic Calming Program.  
2. Streets classified as Arterial and/or Collector, are not eligible for the Residential Traffic 

Calming Program. 
3. Speed study must show that the proposed traffic calming techniques will not divert traffic 

on to other residential streets in the study area.  
4. Impacts to emergency vehicle response times must be considered and minimized.  
5. Pedestrian and Bicycle access must be preserved  
6. The Residential Traffic Calming plan shall be designed using sound planning practices 

and engineering judgment 
7. The 85th percentile speed as measured by a speed study must be greater than 10 mph 

over the posted speed limit. 
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4. Process 
1. The applicant, resident(s), or Home Owners Association should submit a formal 

complaint to report speeding and/or related safety problems to the City of Doraville to 
request that the City investigate their concerns. All formal complaints must be in writing 
explaining the concerns of the community.  
 

2. Once the formal complaint is submitted, the complaint will be reviewed by the Public 
Works Director, Chief of Police, and City Manager.  
 

3. Based on the review, a speed study may be conducted by the Doraville Police 
Department. For the purposes of the Residential Traffic Calming Program, a traffic 
speeding problem on a local street is considered to exist if the 85th percentile speed is 
greater than 10 mph over the posted speed limit. The City of Doraville will inform the 
applicant in writing of the speed study results. If the results of the speed study indicate 
that there is not a speeding problem, the City of Doraville will send a denial letter to the 
applicant. In the event that a denial letter is produced, the applicant/street will need to 
wait a minimum of one year to reapply.  
 

4. If the results of the speed study warrant further review, the City of Doraville will require 
the applicant to submit a petition to the City with signatures from all impacted property 
owners. The Public Works Department will make the determination of the impacted 
properties and will also provide a map to the applicant highlighting the impacted 
properties. At least 65% of the responding property owners must support the proposed 
traffic calming measure(s) for the process to continue. Only one vote is allowed per 
property. If at least 65% of the impacted property owners do not support the proposed 
traffic calming measure, a denial letter will be sent to the applicant. In the event that a 
denial letter is produced, the applicant/street will need to wait a minimum of one year to 
reapply. The completed and signed petition is required to be submitted to City of 
Doraville within 90 days after results of the speed study has been determined. If the 
applicant needs additional time to complete the petition, they have an option to request a 
30-day extension in writing to the City of Doraville for approval. If a completed petition 
is not submitted within the approved time, the petition will be considered void and a 
denial letter will be sent to the applicant. In the event that a denial letter is produced, the 
applicant/street will need to wait a minimum of one year to reapply. If the applicant is 
interested in continuing with the process a new petition will have to be initiated. This will 
also move the applicant to the bottom of the waiting list of other requesting applications. 
 

5.   Once the petition is completed and verified with at least 65% of the property owners 
voting in favor, the City of Doraville will proceed with a design and cost estimate. 
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6.    Speed study results, petition results, design, and cost estimates will all be presented to the 
Mayor and City Council for approval. All approved traffic calming measures are subject 
to the availability of funds.  
 

7. Based on the facts and the extent of the problem, the City of Doraville may decide to 
assist the applicant by introducing an education program. The education program may 
consist of neighborhood meetings, letters, and pamphlets identifying likely causes of 
speeding issues and possible steps residents can take themselves to improve safety in the 
area. The objective of the educational program will be to encourage all drivers on 
neighborhood streets to obey existing traffic control devices, laws, and to improve safety 
for all roadway users. 
 
 

5. Examples of Traffic Calming Measures 
Traffic calming measures should be selected based on the type of conditions they can best 
mitigate, and should be harmonious with the surroundings. Traffic calming measures are most 
effective when they are applied in a programmatic fashion along the entire length of the street 
and are supported by complimentary elements. 

All traffic calming treatments must be designed and constructed based on City of Doraville 
and/or Georgia Department of Transportation standards, and all signing and pavement markings 
must comply with the most recent version of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD). The following types of traffic calming measures are generally allowable, subject to 
review and approval. 

These devices are typically more passive in nature and may not involve roadway construction. 

Splitter Islands – Center median islands of various lengths and widths installed on undivided 
streets that create physical separation of opposing traffic. 

Neighborhood Entry Features – Splitter islands and/or corner intersection features that 
typically incorporate neighborhood or subdivision monument signs with landscaping or street art. 

Chicanes – Physical modifications to the roadway that use a combination of horizontal curvature 
and lane narrowing to reduce speed, often creating a slalom effect. Chicanes can either maintain 
two-way traffic with narrowed lanes or can reduce pavement width to allow for only one-way 
traffic time. 

Textured/Colored Pavement Treatments - Modification of the physical roadway surface to 
introduce more texture and/or color to the street. This may include paver bricks, inlaid stone, 
stamped asphalt or concrete, or synthetic street coatings. These elements may be applied to 
crosswalks, intersections, individual lanes, or entire roadway sections. The additional friction 
created by the texture, as well as the contrasting color, can result in a speed-reducing effect as 
well as increasing driver awareness. 
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Speed Tables* - Midblock traffic calming devices that raise the entire wheelbase of a vehicle to 
reduce its traffic speed. Where applicable, speed tables may be designed as raised midblock 
crossings. Speed tables have been documented to have adverse impacts to emergency response 
times and transport of injured persons requiring advanced life support. Such devices also 
represent increased risk and hazard to motorcycles and cyclists, and may not be permitted. 

 

6. Program Funding 
The City of Doraville will be responsible for estimating a citywide Residential Traffic Calming 
Budget for the fiscal year to be included in the annual budget. The City is responsible for 
researching options and potentially developing alternative solutions. All approved traffic calming 
measures are subject to the availability of funds. 

Once approved and funds are available, the City is responsible for the design of the Residential 
Traffic Calming measure(s). This design could be done by staff or by hiring an outside 
consulting firm. For the design and construction cost, one-hundred percent (100%) funding will 
be covered by the City of Doraville 

At the discretion of City Council, an annual maintenance fee of $25 may be added to each parcel 
of land in the affected area, beginning the first year after construction. This will help offset the 
cost of continued routine maintenance.    

 
7. Removal of Residential Traffic Calming Measures. 

Upon the receipt of a removal petition from eligible petitioners representing 65% of the 
properties in the affected area, traffic-calming measures previously installed may be considered 
for removal. No such petition will be accepted earlier than 24 months after the initial installation 
of the traffic-calming measure(s).  

A removal petition may be obtained from the City of Doraville. The removal petition must be 
returned and filed with the City of Doraville within 90 days of the date on which it was provided. 
Failure to return the removal petition within the 90-day limit will be deemed void and a denial 
letter will be sent to the applicant. In the event that a denial letter is produced, the applicant/street 
will need to wait a minimum of one year to reapply. 

Once the removal petition has been verified, staff will create an agenda item to be presented to 
the Mayor and Council within 60 days of the receipt of the petition. Removal of traffic calming 
measures are subject to the availability of funds. 


